NOTICE OF CHILD STUDENT’S LEGAL RIGHT TO ATTEND SCHOOL
BASED ON RELIGIOUS BELIEF EXEMPTION ISSUED BY GOV. BROWN

MS Word version: http://www.cafepeyote.com/files/Emergency Religious Belief Exemption - Letter to Principal.docx
Revision 07/17/2016

To All California Local, County and State Government and School Authorities
c/o Principal:

School:

City:

STUDENT: DOB:

NOTICE THAT RELIGIOUS BELIEF EXEMPTION 1S STILL AVAILABLE

When California AB 2109 was signed into law, Gov. Brown issued a signing statement/order
noting that he would allow parents to use a religious beliefs exemption in order for their children
to attend school without their children’s vaccination; and further directed the Dept. of public
health to create a form to accommodate that parent’s decision to use such exemption. See
Exhibit 1, Gov. Brown’s signing statement, Office of the Governor, Sept 30, 2012.

This was codified in Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations, sections 6025 and 6051, which
are presently in force. Section 6051 states in part:

OA pupil with a permanent medical exemption or a personal beliefs exemption to
immunization shall be admitted unconditionally

a(b) A personal beliefs exemption ath be granted upon the filing with the governing
authority documentation in accordance with the requirements of Health and Safety
Code Section 120365 on form CDPH 8262

See Exhibit 3.

Although CA senator Richard Pan, his backers and the media were claiming that the passing of SB
277 removed the personal and religious beliefs exemptions (two different things) from being
used by parents of unvaccinated children, including as noted in Gov. Brown’s order of September
30, 2012, IN REALITY, the actual SB 277 text does not mention religious beliefs as being excluded
as a basis for an exemption (same thing with AB 2109). See text of SB 277.

When Gov. Brown signed SB 277 into law, he also issued a signing statement/order which does
not state that his prior signing statement regarding religious beliefs was being amended,
retracted, annulled, superseded or otherwise made void, it was not even mentioned. See Exhibit
2, Gov. Brown’s signing statement, Office of the Governor, June 30, 2015.
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By failing to specify in either document’s language that the religious exemption is no longer valid
to avoid vaccines in order to attend school, it automatically means that the religious exemption
option (1) IS STILL VALID, (2) parents with unvaccinated children can use it, (3) the Dept. of Public
Health MUST make a form to reflect the optional use of that exemption, such as form “CDPH
8262 (10/13)” which (4) schools have to make available to parents, and (5) that schools must use
this form or any letter/affidavit the parent can provide to that effect, once this option is
exercised, to allow unvaccinated children to attend school without any interference whatsoever.

| respectfully request that you allow my child to attend school, or that you immediately get an
official written letter/fax from Gov. Brown or an authorized representative from his office
specifically stating that the religious exemption is no longer available to a parent as a right to
have their child attend school, and to provide written proof that the governor signed a document
to that effect.

BURDERN OF PROOF. The representatives of this school, including the principal, are required to
know what the law is, must apply it as intended, and must be able to provide the legal
documentation to prove it. If this school plans to deny the admission of my child to school, to any
grade at any level, for lack of compliance with SB 277 and refuses to accept my religious beliefs
exemption form, letter or affidavit to that effect, then | request that the school do the following
in a timely manner before the beginning of the school year:

1. Prove to me in writing through documentation from Gov. Brown’s office that Gov. Brown’s
2012 order allowing religious belief exemptions is null and void and no longer enforceable;
and

2. Provide copies of any such authorized California executive branch documentation proving
the above.

3. Fill and sign this document as you believe appropriate, as the highest authority and
representative of this school.

POTENTIAL LAWSUITE NOTIFICATION. Be advised that if you do not let my child attend school
until he/she is current on his/her vaccines; or until you hear from the governor's office, which
might take weeks/months, | intend to sue the state, the school and you personally, for every
missed day of school, for denying my child the right to public education, discriminating against
unvaccinated children, for pain, suffering and mental distress, and all other available legal
remedies.

ACCEPTANCE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF EXEMPTION

Based on your existing understanding of applicable law and based on the arguments presented
above, please note below what are your intentions as to allowing my child to attend school by
way of our Affidavid/Letter of Vaccine Exemption (checkmark all that apply):

[ ] Your child WILL be allowed to participate in school based on your religious belief exemption.
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[ ] Your child WILL be allowed to participate in school temporarily until the school can produce
documentation from Gov. Brown’s office noting that the religious exemption is still allowed
to be used by parents or that it is no longer available under his authority.

[ ] The school will contact Gov. Brown’s office for guidance on this matter, will request a formal
written response; and will provide such documented evidence to me/my legal counsel for

review.

[ ] Your child WILL NOT be allowed to participate in school based on the religious belief

exemption if not submitted by January 1, 2016.

Sign: Sign:
Parent/Guardian: School Representative: PRINT CLEARLY
Name: Name:
Address Position:

Date Received:
Date: [ ] Person named above refused to sign.
cc: Attorney, File Witness Initials:
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EXHIBIT 1

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 30 2012

To the Members of the California State Assembly:

This bill seeks to boost immunization rates for children in communities where vaccine
rates are falling.

Current state law requires children to be vaccinated prior to enrollment in school or a
child care facility, but allows a parent or guardian to opt out of this requirement based on
a personal belief. This bill doesn’t change that. Consistent with current law, AB 2109
allows parents with a personal belief to reject vaccination for their child.

This bill is about explaining the value of vaccinations — both the benefits and risks — for
an individual child and the community. Whether these are simple “information
exchanges” or more detailed discussions, they will be valuable even if a parent chooses
not to vaccinate.

I am signing AB 2109 and am directing the Department of Public Health to oversee this
policy so parents are not overly burdened in its implementation. Additionally, I will
direct the department to allow for a separate religious exemption on the form. In this
way, people whose religious beliefs preclude vaccinations will not be required to seek a
health care practitioner’s signature.

Sincerely,
Gl WMZ
Edmund G. Byown ¥r.

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. * SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 = (916) 445-2841
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EXHIBIT 2

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

June 30, 2015

To the Members of the California State Senate:

SB 277 has occasioned widespread interest and controversy — with both proponents and
opponents expressing their positions with eloquence and sincerity. After carefully
reviewing the materials and arguments that have been presented, I have decided to sign
this bill.

The science is clear that vaccines dramatically protect children against a number of
infectious and dangerous diseases. While it’s true that no medical intervention is without
risk, the evidence shows that immunization powerfully benefits and protects the
community.

The Legislature, after considerable debate, specifically amended SB 277, to exempt a
child from immunizations whenever the child’s physician concludes that there are
“circumstances, including but not limited to, family medical history, for which the
physician does not recommend immunization...”

Thus, SB 277, while requiring that school children be vaccinated, explicitly provides an

exception when a physician believes that circumstances — in the judgement and sound
discretion of the physician — so warrant.

Sincerely,

?)u.A, /% (510
Edmund G. Brown Jr.

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. * SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 9581+ » (916) 445-28+41

T
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EXHIBIT 3
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IMAYS OFF!CI@‘ MA CODE OF REGULATIONS

—Heaquyy) Anp WALRARE AGENCY

-DaPT, oF DIVELPHMENTRL SErVlca(
W Poliomyelitis, Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Measles (Rubeola), Rubella,
e (l!b).lpmp-.-nd Hepatitis B

Child Care Center, Day Nursery, Nursery School, Family Day Care Home, or

17 CCR § 6051
| with Permanent Medical Exemption or Personal Beliefs Exemption.

s exemption to Immunization shall be admitted unconditionally. A
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